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Hello, Friends. 

Wow, what  a busy year 2008 

was for the Sloughgrass band!   

 

A lot has happened since we 

wrote our last Sloughgrass 

news blurb. We played over 

forty dates in 2008 which is a 

Squeeze to fit in with the 

baseball, volleyball, cross-

country running, basketball 

and whatnot that the 3 kids 

are involved in at school and 

with the adultõs work sched-

ules. We played at the family 

area at the Minnesota Blue-

grass and Old-Time Music 

Festival at El Rancho Manana 

again, where we also got to 

put on the Absolute Beginner 

Workshop, showing kids and 

adults how to play the differ-

ent instruments in our band. 

We always look forward to 

that annual event.  At the 

MBOTMA Winter Festival a 

gentleman approached several 

band members and informed 

us that we had cost him a 

great deal of money since he 

has had to buy his wife both a 

mandolin and a banjo this year 

because she tried playing both 

of them at the summer work-

shop!  

The kids are growing both musically 

and physically.  Sofia is working on 

twin fiddling with her mom and Hol-

ger gets to sing more. Gary now is 

very comfortable grabbing just about 

any instrument in the band and doing 

a lead on it.  At a November concert 

where we opened for the òMidwest's 

Premier Bluegrass and Gospel Quin-

tet, óMonroe Crossing, we ended our 

set by having Gary play leads during 

the song on the mandolin, guitar, 

banjo and resonator guitar. The kids 

also did a live radio show with the 

Icebox radio theater (iceboxradio.org) 

as òSofia & the Sloughgrass Boyz,ó 

with some very proud parents watch-

ing. 

BREAKING NEWS FOR 2009  

Sloughgrass has been booked to play 

at the Minnesota State Fair on the 

fairõs opening weekend.  The fair had 

nearly 1.7 million visitors in 2008! 

What a great time this will be for us. 

Please come on down and join us as 

we play our òMosquito Movinõ Musicó 

down south at the Minnesota State Fair: 

Ramberg Senior Center Stage 

August 29th & 30th, 2009.   

Saturday: 

10:30 am & 11:45 am & 1:00 pm 

Sunday: 

3:15 pm & 4:30 pm & 5:45 pm 

http://www.sloughgrass.com To get our  

schedule for 2009 

please check out 

our web-site: 

Sloughgrass 

P.O. Box 1 

Birchdale, MN 56629 

Olesenõs   (218) 634-2800 

Hultmanõs (218) 634-1220 

band@sloughgrass.com 
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"The family band has long played a prominent role in the origins 

and development of bluegrass music, and that tradition continues 

to this day.  We see family bands perform in every state at every 

festival. One of the finest and most entertaining family bands can 

be found right here in Minnesota--Sloughgrass. Their variety, musi-

cianship and infectious enthusiasm always leaves the audience 

smiling and wanting more, and that, after all, is what's it's all about. 

Go and see them if you get a chance!"                                               

                --- Art Blackburn, Monroe Crossing 
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