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 The Sloughgrass Family Singers are half of the Sloughgrass Band.  The 
group consists of Grandma Audrey Nelson on the up-right Bass and her daughter 
Judith Nelson on Guitar, Vocals and Fiddle.  Judith’s husband Søren Olesen 
plays Mandolin, sings and tells the occasional joke. Their children Sofia, age ten, 
and Holger, age eight, play the Fiddle and the Resonator Guitar and sing.    
 They have performed as the Sloughgrass Family Singers at nursing homes, 
church services and at the Rollag Steam Show. 
 The Sloughgrass Band began forming after Judith inherited her Grandpa’s 
old violin in 2001 and decided to take some lessons to learn to play it.  They 
started singing a little for their neighbors and family.  Slowly over a couple years 
Judith’s sister and family joined them and brother-in-law David Hultman came 
up with the name Sloughgrass because they were playing Bluegrass tunes 
painfully slow, just like walking through the sloughgrass swamps that surround 
their hometown of Birchdale. 
 Søren emigrated from Denmark to the United States in 1989 so they try to 
mix in some Danish tunes, with the Scandinavian, Old Time, Bluegrass and 
gospel tunes that the group likes to play. 
 The Sloughgrass Band released their first CD “Down The Road” in 2005.  
In 2006 two of their songs were featured on a Classic Country radio program in 
Roskilde, Denmark. K104.1 FM in International Falls also gave them some 
airtime.  In July of 2007 the group released their second CD “Are We There Yet?”. 
The group has and will play at the Minnesota Bluegrass & Old Time Music 
Association festival at the Family Area where they also teach an Absolute 
Beginner instrumental workshop. 
 They always try to entertain their crowd with a mix of songs and 
Minnesota humor. 


